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History is all around you as you 
journey through Ely’s narrow streets 
flanked by classic architecture 
and green open spaces. Enjoy the 
Cathedral, the delightful riverside, the 
plethora of restaurants, cafés and 
independant shops, and simply relax!

Take in the serene views across 
the River Great Ouse as a variety of 
boats gently cruise past or delight in 
the busy Market Place, where a range 
of boutique and gift shops charm 
visitors from around the world. With 
tranquility, elegance and history 
combining, Ely is a truly exceptional 
place to visit. 

Close to Cambridge and within easy 
reach of the Norfolk and Suffolk 
coastline, Ely is the ideal base from 
which to explore and, with London 
just an hour away by train, there 
really is something to appeal to 
everyone. 

Ely Guide 2016. Produced by East Cambridgeshire District Council. We have tried to make this guide as accurate 
and user-friendly as possible. The District Council does not accept responsibility for errors and omissions, nor does 
inclusion in the guide imply recommendation.

Front cover art by Sonia Villiers www.soniavilliers.net    Design: www.cambridgemarketing.co.uk

An intriguing mixture 
of old and new, always 
bustling but never 
frantic, Ely is a place 
to visit time and 
time again. 

You’ll find more 
information at 
www.visitely.org.uk 
or call the Ely Tourist 
Information Centre on 
01353 662062.

 Welcome to the 2016

 GUIDE  
 TO ELY
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VISIT
 ELY

The bustling and 
compact city centre 
is packed with 
things to see and do 
and a single day is 
not enough to take 
everything in.

Renowned for its Cathedral, with its 
unique Octagon Tower, the City has 
developed around this magnificent 
structure. The Cathedral you can 
see today originates from the 11th 
Century and is a place to enjoy at 
your own pace or with the benefit 
of an informative guided tour. If you 
have the stamina, you can make 
the worthwhile climb to take in the 
spectacular views from the Octagon 
and West Towers. As a thriving 
cultural centre, the Cathedral also 
hosts a number of concerts and 
events throughout the year.

The Stained Glass Museum, situated 
in the South Triforium of the Cathedral, 
houses a wonderful collection and is 
the only one of its kind in the country. 
The experience is enhanced by a 
highly acclaimed audio-guided tour 
which tells the history of stained glass 
through the ages.  

There is so much to see as you 
walk through the City taking in the 
attractive blend of modern and 
medieval architecture. One example of 
an impressive 17th Century building 
is Oliver Cromwell’s House. This 
former home of the Lord Protector of 
England is his only surviving residence 

VISIT Eel Trail brass way marker
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other than Hampton Court. The 
House, which also serves as the City’s 
Tourist Information Centre, provides 
a clear picture of how Cromwell and 
his family would have lived during 
their ten years in Ely in the mid 
17th Century. Audio tours bring this 
impressive building and its history 
back to life. An important figure in 
British history and often branded a 
villain, Oliver Cromwell’s former home 
is well worth a visit – come and see 
for yourself whether he really was a 
hero or a villain or perhaps a little of 
both. 

Just two minutes away from the 
Cathedral is another of Ely’s main 
attractions, Ely Museum. Set in 
the City’s former Gaol, the friendly 
museum boasts a fascinating 
collection of memorabilia relating to 
the Isle of Ely and the surrounding 
Fenland and takes you on a journey 
from prehistoric to modern times. 
You can visit the original prison cells, 
handle the fossils and study the 
Roman remains before enjoying an 
archive film of the Fens. Coupled with 
an exciting programme of special 
events and temporary exhibitions, the 
museum appeals to all age groups.
 
Ely’s name is derived from the time 
when the City was surrounded by 
marsh and its main trade was in eels, 
providing the inspiration for The Eel 
Trail. This heritage public art trail 
takes you on a delightful circular walk 
through the oldest parts of the city 
and down to the riverside. Just follow 
the brass way markers on this self-
guided tour and along the way you can 
enjoy five pieces of stunning art which 
portray the life cycle of an eel.

The self-guided Ely Tales walk is 
no less enchanting, providing an 
enjoyable way to explore the City’s 
historic past. This tour follows the 
same route as the Eel Trail but tells 
the story of Ely through the eyes of 
the people who would have lived 

and worked in the City. Learn about 
characters from the past, vividly 
described at each of the twelve stops. 
For a more personal tour, you may 
prefer to book a place on one of 
the many fascinating guided walks 
organised by the Tourist Information 
Centre.

Visible for miles around, Ely 
Cathedral looms proudly over 
this modern city, which pays 
homage to its medieval roots.

You can visit the original prison cells, 
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 RIVERSIDE
AND LEISURE 
ACTIVITIES 
Ely’s riverside is 
a tranquil setting, 
a favoured spot 
enjoyed by visitors 
and locals alike.

Here you can soak up the atmosphere 
while enjoying lunch or afternoon 
tea, or browse in the antique and art 
galleries. From Easter to late October 
look out for the Liberty Belle which 
offers relaxing cruises along the 
Great Ouse from its berth near the 
Maltings, and stay on the water with 
a meal at the new Captain’s Table 
floating restaurant.

Ely has a long river frontage from 
which you can soak up the sights. 
Home to a host of aquatic birds and 
other wildlife, the Great Ouse benefits 
from some beautiful pathways, 
allowing you to follow its sturdy banks 
on foot and take in the tranquility of 
this ancient river. The riverside is also 
home to Jubilee Gardens, where a 
traditional bandstand hosts a variety 
of musical performances throughout 
the summer.

6
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HISTORY ON FOOT 
Beyond the City there are a number 
of delightful and historic walks, many 
following the river or visiting some of 
the pretty surrounding villages. The 
Bishops Way is a circular route which 
follows the tracks that were used by 
the Bishops of Ely to their palace in 
Little Downham in medieval times. 
The Great Ouse now idles through 
open fenland, including an area known 
as Cawdle Fen (‘Cawdle’ means ‘cold 
spring’ and this spring once supported 
a thriving monastic community at 
Brahmewere) on a circular walk south 
through Little Thetford. The Fen Rivers 
Way follows the Rivers Cam and Great 
Ouse between Cambridge and King’s 
Lynn; you can of course choose any 
section of the route and enjoy the 
fascinating sights of life on and near 
the river. Details of all the local walks 
are available from the Ely Tourist 
Information Office or at 
www.visitely.org.uk 

ELY COUNTRY PARK – 
AN OUTDOOR ADVENTURE!
Near the river off Lisle Lane is a 
74 hectare Country Park which won 
the Green Flag award in 2014, official 
recognition that it has reached an 
exceptional standard as one of the 
UK’s best green spaces. If you want the 
children to burn off some energy the 
park hosts one of the best play areas in 
the area . . . and it’s all free of charge! 
There is something at the park for all 
age groups, but the more adventurous 
will want to test their endurance on the 
fitness trail, grappling their way up a 
climbing frame or testing their nerve 
on the zip wire.

ON TWO WHEELS 
In such a characteristically flat 
landscape, there’s no better way of 
sightseeing than on two wheels. There 
are a number of scenic cycle routes to 
choose from which can be matched 
to suit all age ranges and abilities. 
Explore the dramatic local landscape 
by following the National Cycling 
Network. 

AND FOR GREEN FINGERS 
As a nation of garden lovers, what 
better way to spend an afternoon than 
popping into one of the area’s garden 
centres at Wilburton. There you can 
enjoy browsing, shopping and lunch all 
in the same place. 
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The Great Ouse benefits from some beautiful 
pathways, allowing you to follow its sturdy banks on 
foot and take in the tranquility of this ancient river.
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 The Stained Glass Museum 
The South Triforium, Ely Cathedral, Ely, CB7 4DL 

   www.stainedglassmuseum.com                  T: 01353 660347 

Registered Charity No. 274776 

• Workshops    • Events    • Gift Shop   • Tours 

A national collection of 
stained glass from the 
13th century to the 

present day.  

Open all year round. 

Experience one of the most beautiful views across 
the Fens from one of the most Iconic Towers

www.elycathedral.org

elyvisit

Oliver Cromwell’s House
Visit the former Lord Protector’s family 
home.  Experience what domestic life 
would have been like in the 17th Century 
in a variety of re-created period rooms as 
well an exhibition detailing the Civil War.  
Visit Mrs Cromwell’s kitchen, try dressing-
up or playing with the toys of the time or 
venture into the Haunted Bedroom if you 
dare!

Audio handsets bring the story of this 
impressive House to life. Guided tours and 
group visits welcome. 

Also Gift Shop and Tourist Information 
Centre.

For further enquiries check out our website at 
www.olivercromwellshouse.co.uk or call 01353 662062.

For more information see www.elymuseum.org.uk
admin@elymuseum.org.uk       01353 666655

Ely Museum is a bright, friendly local
history museum. Displays include
original prison cells, fossils to touch
and Roman remains. Events and
exhibitions are held all year round.

THE ICE CREAM PARLOUR
A family run business, serving Ely and the community for 
more than 30 years. You can find us at the Market Place 
in Ely and also at the Waterfront. Trading most days right 

through the summer with a friendly greeting.  All photographs 
welcomed. Wedding and Party dates available

tel: 07950546033
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PARKING
IS FREE
IN ELY

DON’T FORGET

 SHOPS AND 
 MARKETS

One of the great joys of being in Ely 
is having the time to concentrate 
on one of your favourite pursuits 
– shopping! With nationally known 
chain stores, delightful specialist 
shops and award-winning markets, 
Ely is a temptation not to be 
resisted.

A gentle stroll around the compact 
city centre, some window-shopping 
or some serious spending will be a 
feature of any visit to Ely.

For those looking for something 
a little different, the city abounds 
with the sort of small, independent 
shops which you thought no longer 
existed. There are also many gift 
shops, craft shops, bookshops, 
antique shops and art galleries, 
notably the Babylon Gallery by the 
river and the Haddenham Gallery 
just a few miles away.

Market Days have been a feature of 
the city for hundreds of years and still 
create a real buzz. For those who love 
a bargain, Ely holds three different 
types of market:

General Market: 
Every Thursday

Craft & Collectables: 
Every Saturday

Farmers Market: 
Every 2nd & 4th Saturday

Craft & General:  
Every 1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday

Sunday Market: 
Every Sunday & Bank Holiday Monday

There’s a great selection of goods 
on offer, with special attractions and 
street entertainers which all add to the 
City Centre’s vibrancy. There are also 
plenty of places to sit and relax and a 
number of pubs and pavement cafés 
for a drink and a snack.

9
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FOOD AND 
RESTAURANTS
The choice is delightfully varied and you 
can enjoy local specialities and tastes 
from around the world.

You’ll never go hungry in Ely! You’ll 
find a range of food from around the 
world as well as more traditional style 
menus from restaurants boasting 
locally sourced produce. And where 
else will you be offered the delicacy of 
smoked eel paté or eel pie?

The choice is delightfully varied 
and you can enjoy local specialities 
and tastes from around the world, 
from traditional to gastro, from fine 
dining to tempting set menus. For 
lighter bites, Ely boasts many quaint 
teashops and pavement cafés. The 
waterside area in particular has 
become a haven for food and drink 

lovers with a wide range of individually 
styled venues. Ely also boasts its own 
micropub as well as a cocktail trail 
where the professional mixologist can 
create the perfect drink. 

The food theme is continued by 
the variety of fresh, locally sourced 
produce available from the regular 
street markets, notably the Food and 
Drink Festival in early May.

The choice isn’t limited to the city. 
Head out into one of the nearby 
villages and you will find everything 
from Good Food Guide listed 
restaurants with extensive and 
gourmet menus to a host of attractive 
pubs where you can relax in a 
picturesque setting while you eat.
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I N D I A N
R E STAU R A N T    TA K E AWAY

01353 669669
www.sylhetrestaurant.co.uk

You
,
ll find a range of 

food from around the 
world as well as more 
traditional style menus 
from restaurants 
boasting locally 
sourced produce
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24 • Fore Hill • Ely • CB7 4AF

Telephone: 01353 645194
Steak Great Wines Seafood              sliatkcoC

New Place 
To Eat! info@theroyalstandardely.com

steaks, grilled delicacies and bar snacks complimented by 
real ales, cocktails and a great wine list. 

Food served from 12pm to 3pm and 5pm to 9pm Monday to Friday 
From 10am all day Saturday with brunch served 10am to 2pm

Sundays 12pm to 8.30pm 
A Children’s menu is also available. Free parking in the Broad Street car park.
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Reservations line:
01353 664388

Web: www.grandcentralely.co.uk

Email: info@grandcentralely.co.uk

Address: 5-5a Annesdale, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4BN

Grand Central
Bar & Grill

Enjoy the best classic American dishes, cocktails and craft beers in our family 
friendly restaurant with great views of the Great River Ouse.  Open from 10am in 

the week and 9am at the weekend, there is plenty of time to pay us a visit!
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THE PRINCE ALBERT
Email: info@princealbertely.co.uk 

Tel: 01353 663 494

New Opening Hours
 Monday to Saturday 11am til 11:30 pm

Sunday 12pm til 10:30pm

Burger Fridays
Burger and a Drink for £10*

*Choice of draught beer or cider (except Old Rosie), or any 
soft drink, or any 125ml glass of wine (Booking advisable)

Quiz Night
Every 3rd Wednesday 

Teams of up to 6, Cash Prizes - Booking Essential

Sunday Roasts
Served from 12pm

Roast Sirloin of Beef or Pork Loin, Main menu also available 
(Booking advisable)

The Lamb Hotel

Situated in the Centre of Ely, the Lamb Hotel offers a vast menu from 
hearty sandwiches to traditional hot meals. Or if it’s a coffee stop you’re 
looking for, come in for our coffee and cake deal.

Serving food from 8am to 10pm daily, you can drop in anytime that 
suites you and your party.

To make a table booking call 01353 663574

Email; lambelyreservations@greeneking.co.uk

Or visit; www.oldenglishinns.co.uk/ely

The Lamb Hotel

Situated in the Centre of Ely, the Lamb Hotel offers a vast menu from 
hearty sandwiches to traditional hot meals. Or if it’s a coffee stop you’re 
looking for, come in for our coffee and cake deal.

Serving food from 8am to 10pm daily, you can drop in anytime that 
suites you and your party.

To make a table booking call 01353 663574

Email; lambelyreservations@greeneking.co.uk

Or visit; www.oldenglishinns.co.uk/ely

The Lamb Hotel 
The Lamb Hotel

Situated in the Centre of Ely, the Lamb Hotel offers a vast menu from 
hearty sandwiches to traditional hot meals. Or if it’s a coffee stop you’re 
looking for, come in for our coffee and cake deal.

Serving food from 8am to 10pm daily, you can drop in anytime that 
suites you and your party.

To make a table booking call 01353 663574

Email; lambelyreservations@greeneking.co.uk

Or visit; www.oldenglishinns.co.uk/ely

The Lamb Hotel

Situated in the Centre of Ely, the Lamb Hotel offers a vast menu from 
hearty sandwiches to traditional hot meals. Or if it’s a coffee stop you’re 
looking for, come in for our coffee and cake deal.

Serving food from 8am to 10pm daily, you can drop in anytime that 
suites you and your party.

To make a table booking call 01353 663574

Email; lambelyreservations@greeneking.co.uk

Or visit; www.oldenglishinns.co.uk/ely

2 Lynn Road, Ely CB7 4EJ     Tel: 01353 663574      Fax: 01353 662023

Situated in the Centre of Ely, the Lamb Hotel offers a vast menu from 
hearty sandwiches to traditional hot meals. Or if it’s a coffee stop you’re 
looking for, come in for our coffee and cake deal. 
 
Serving food from 8am to 10pm daily, you can drop in anytime that suits 
you and your party. 
 
We have a free wifi service, a fully stocked bar and a full range of hot and 
cold drinks available throughout the day.

The Ship Inn,  
Brandon Creek, PE38 0PP 

01353 676228 www.theshipbrandoncreek.co.uk 

Fine Food, Real Ale, Live Music 

Open 7 Days a week From Noon 

Riverside Pub 6 miles from Ely 

Just off the A10 
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Thai Lounge in Ely offers a wealth of delicious 
and authentic cuisine in a newly-refurbished 
venue, with friendly staff and a comfortable 
atmosphere. 

Perfect for an evening out with your family or 
friends, or a cosy night out for two.

Choose from salads, soups, meat, fish and 
vegetable dishes. With starters and main 
courses, or a selection of dishes you can 
create a combination meal. We specialise in 
Thai curries, stir-fries, noodles, sea food and 
grill cookery, and take-away is also available. 

There’s something for everyone .

33 Fore Hill

Ely

CB7 4AA

Tel:  01353 666842

THE OLD FIRE ENGINE HOUSE   
Ely, Cambs, CB7 4ER, Tel 01353 662582  

www.theoldfireenginehouse.co.uk 

TRADITIONAL ENGLISH CUISINE IN  
A UNIQUE SETTING SINCE 1968 

A restaurant and art gallery situated just west of the 
cathedral with a large walled garden stocked with  
many old English fruit trees, herbs and flowers. 

Our food is rooted in traditional farmhouse British  
Dishes relying hugely on seasonal local ingredients,  
and fenland recipes. 

“Dine in Style & Country Elegance” 
at The White Pheasant at Fordham, near 
Ely. The epitome of Country Dining 
boasting a beautiful open log fire & 
weathered floor boards,  with a fine 
wine list carefully matched to our award 
winning dishes.

AA awarded a coveted two Rosette rating for 
culinary excellence.

Trip Advisor certificate of excellence 2014 & 
2015 & proudly achieving the status of No1 
restaurant in the Ely area & a top 10 spot in 
Cambridgeshire.  The White Pheasant

Country Bar & Restaurant  
21 Market St, Fordham,
Ely Cambs. CB7 5LQ
01638 -720414   
www.whitepheasant.com 

Our Goal is to provide great food and excellent service. 
We also aim to provide high quality authentic Indian 
food to you prepared by our experienced chefs. Our 
mission is to achieve customer satisfaction by providing 
consistently fresh, innovative, healthy foods using only 
the finest ingredients.

OUR OPENING HOURS
SUN & THURS - 12.00 to 2.00 PM and 5.00 to 11.00 PM 
FRI & SAT - 12.00 to 2.00 PM & 5.00 to 11.30 PM

(We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK including Bank Holiday)

Tel:  01353 664299       www.ely-lespice.co.uk
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A DAY VISIT TO ELY
Suggested itinerary for 

ARRIVAL AND COFFEE 
Choose from one of our many traditional tearooms with 
beautiful architecture and stunning gardens or perhaps 
one of the many pavement cafés.

OLIVER CROMWELL’S HOUSE 
Home to the Lord Protector, Cromwell lived in this 
house with his family for ten years. Experience 
domestic life in the 17th Century and venture into the 
Haunted Bedroom if you dare!

ELY MUSEUM 
Discover the story of Ely from prehistoric times to the 
twentieth century set in a former Goal. Guided tours will 
bring the rooms and artefacts to life. 

LUNCH 
Whatever your taste and budget, Ely has a host of 
different eateries. The midday break also gives you an 
opportunity to visit the many gift shops, craft shops, 
antique shops, art galleries and markets (depending on 
the day of your visit). 

THE CATHEDRAL 
Ely’s top tourist attraction and it is easy to see why. 
Look in awe and wander in your own time or take 
advantage of an informative guided tour. Tours also 
include optional visits to the Octagon and West Towers 
where the spectacular view makes it well worth the 
climb! 

STAINED GLASS MUSEUM 
Housed in the South Triforium of Ely Cathedral, this is 
the only museum in the country dedicated to stained 
glass. A guided tour is highly recommended as it 
reveals the details of this fascinating subject. 

TIME FOR A STROLL 
Following the city’s heritage public art eel trail is an 
excellent way of seeing the historical city at its best. 
This circular walk is self-guided by brass way markers 
set in the ground and takes you past the oldest parts of 
Ely with its stunning monastic buildings and beautiful 
waterside.waterside.

PARKING
IS FREE
IN ELY

DON’T FORGET

16
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We can provide 
you with a wealth 
of information 
whether you are 
intending to stay 
for the day, a 
short break or 
even longer

A warm welcome awaits you from 
our friendly and knowledgeable team, 
based in the historic setting of Oliver 
Cromwell’s House.

We can provide you with a wealth of 
information whether you are intending 
to stay for the day, a short break or 
even longer. Our well stocked Centre 
provides a variety of leaflets and 
publications for the whole country so 
we can assist you on your forward 
journey as well.

So call in and see how we can help 
you with:

• Accommodation booking service
• Local travel information
• Extensive range of leaflets and 

publications
• Box office service
• What’s on guide
• Information on group visits
• Local interest books and maps
• Cycle routes and walks

GIFT SHOP
As well as an Information Centre and 
Visitor Attraction, Oliver Cromwell’s 
House is home to its own delightful 
gift shop stocking a variety of 
souvenirs, local produce as well as 
unusual gifts. So if you’re looking for 
a reminder of Ely or simply something 
different, call in and see our range. We 
also serve take away coffee.

FUNCTION ROOM
Our 17th Century Tithe Office is a 
beautiful oak-panelled room which 
makes the perfect setting for small 
meetings, gatherings and is ideal as 
a rest stop for your group. Please 
enquire for further hire details.

OPENING HOURS
 
Summer Hours:
1st April to 31st October
10.00am to 5pm, daily including 
Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays

Winter Hours:
1st November to 31st March
11.00am to 4pm daily
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
New Year’s Day

 TOURIST 
INFORMATION 
CENTRE

Ely Tourist 
Information Centre
29 St Mary’s Street,
Ely, Cambridgeshire
CB7 4HF

Tel: 01353 662062 
Fax: 01353 668518 
tic@eastcambs.gov.uk

 @visitely  
www.visitely.org.uk
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GUIDED 
TOURS 
AND 
WALKS
Hear the 
secrets, 
stories and 
scandals that 
have shaped 
Ely’s past

Experience a journey back through 
the ages in the company of a City 
of Ely Tourist Guide or Blue Badge 
Guide as they lead you around Ely’s 
medieval streets and monastic 
buildings. Hear the secrets, stories 
and scandals that have shaped Ely’s 
past.

We boast a detailed programme of 
themed walks available throughout 
the year including every Sunday 
during July and August and every 
Bank Holiday departing at the Tourist 
Information Centre at 11.30 am.
These tours are available as public 
tours as well as for private group hire. 
In addition to our series of walking 
tours of Ely, we also provide a range 
of pre-booked tours, with costumed 
guides, of Oliver Cromwell’s House:

• Oliver Cromwell’s House
• King In all but name
• Ghostly Tales
• Alternative Christmas

We can expand any of the above tours 
with visits to other attractions such 
as Ely Cathedral, the Stained Glass 
Museum and Ely Museum.

Some of the guided walking tours 
available are:

• Ely and its Riverside
• Ely’s Eel Heritage
• Historical City of Ely
• Ely through its Architecture
• Discover Ely’s Monastic Buildings
• Evening Ghost Tours (with ghostly 

sightings guaranteed!)
• Evening Ghost Walk
• What the Night Watch Man Saw

INFORMATION FOR GROUP 
ORGANISERS
Our dedicated group advisor can 
help plan your visit to Ely and 
the surrounding area and make 
bookings for attractions, tours, 
meals etc for you. For this free 
service, please call 01353 616397 
or see www.visitely.org.uk

Coaches are able to drop off (CB7 
4DL) at the Cathedral (15 minute 
wait only) that is less than a five 
minute walk from the High Street 
and Market Place. We offer free 
parking for coaches at Barton 
Road with wheelchair-accessible 
toilets at the coach park.

Ghostly sightings guaranteed!
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Traditional river launch makes 30 minute tours 
of the picturesque Ely waterfront

LYNN UNION RIVER CRUISES
Daily 30 minute trips of Ely’s historic 
waterfront from the Maltings. 

Frequent departures between 
10.30 and 17.00

Adults £6    Children £4

Cruise and Dine at local riverside 
restaurants. £18 adults £12 children. 
Booking essential.

Bob Todd  07927-390380

Ely’s Unique Cruising Restaurant
The Queen of Dinner Cruising in Cambridgeshire

Captains Table    Tel: 07562 3332538

Private Parties – Afternoon teas, 
Corporate hire

Weekly cruising – 3 Course menu 
& light lunches

Situated just over the footbridge 
by Waterside Antique Centre at 

Cathedral Marina

Twenty Pence 
Garden Centre

A Great Place to Relax 
and Unwind in the 
Garden Centre restaurant 
serving hot & cold meals 
throughout the day 
seating over 200.

 

 
Comfortable Express Coffee Lounge 
for delicious Homemade Cakes & 
Speciality Teas & Coffee
 
Afternoon Tea Special with Home 
Bake Scone, Preserve & Clotted 
Cream
 
FOOD HALL with locally sourced 
produce.  GIFTWARE from Gisela 
Graham, Cath Kidston, Jamie Oliver 
& many more.
 
Fantastic range of Ladies Fashion
 
Ideally located 6 miles from Ely & 
12 miles from Cambridge just off 
the A10.
 
Free car park with turning spaces 
for coaches along with disabled 
parking, wheelchairs & our site is 
featured on the Good Access Guide.

Prickwillow Museum, in its picturesque setting 
close to Ely on the River Lark, holds a unique 
collection of large working diesel engines and 
gives an insight into the history of the drainage 
of the once uninhabitable fenland.
Open Saturday to Tuesday 12.00 to 16.00
March 26th to October 2nd  2016
See and hear the old engines in action on the themed  
Event Days at the Museum in Main Street, Prickwillow 
from 11.00 to 16.30.

Find out more on 01353 720737; 07801050267 
or visit www.prickwillowmuseum.com
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ARTS AND 
 ENTERTAINMENT

Weddings, Conferences, Exhibitions,
Theatre & Live Music Events

Maltings
the

E L Y  R I V E R S I D E

01353 662633
www.themaltingsely.org.uk
Ship lane, Ely, CB7 4BB

Ely Cinema, The Maltings, Ely CB7 4BB
A beautiful cinema based within a converted 
Malthouse on Ely’s riverside. A good mix of 
recent releases with live satellite screenings 
from National Theatre, RSC.
 
Babylon ARTS, Waterside, Ely CB7 4AU
Contemporary Gallery with regular live 
events and workshops. 
Coming up 2016 : Matisse Touring 
Exhibition, Local & Regional Artists, 
Summer Open Exhibition : Ely Cathedral & much more throughout the year. 

www.babylonarts.org.uk    Tel: 01353 616991.
Babylon ARTS is run by ADEC, Charity no. 1043197

Ely is a thriving cultural centre, centred on the Cathedral 
which hosts a variety of concerts, recitals and special 
events throughout the year, particularly at Christmas 
(see their website at www.elycathedral.org/events). 

The established Maltings, on the riverside, is an 
attractive and historic building which offers theatre, 
live music, comedy and much more. It is also a popular 
venue for conferences and training events (visit 
www.themaltingsely.org.uk for the whole story). 

The Babylon Gallery has a series of exhibitions 
displaying local and national art from a lovely building 
on the Waterside. This year’s Summer Exhibition at 
the Gallery takes the theme of Ely Cathedral: Ship of 
the Fens and will feature works in a variety of media 
and genres. Details of their full programme are at 
www.babylonarts.org.uk/gallery.htm. Haddenham 
Galleries is also very popular with art lovers and 
promises an ‘Aladdin’s Cave’ of colour, light, pattern and 
texture; there’s a tea shop too (see the website is at 
www.haddenhamgallery.co.uk). 

One of the most unexpected surprises in Ely is Ted 
Coney’s Family Portraits, set in a delightful cottage on 
Waterside and displaying a group of forty original oil 
paintings produced by artist Ted Coney on the theme 
of family life and family relationships. If you book in 
advance Ted will host a guided tour and explain the 
thinking behind the variety of themes his art depicts. 
For a flavour of what is on offer visit the website 
at www.tedconeysfamilyportraits.co.uk. 

Ted Coney’s 
Family Portraits
49 Waterside, Ely, Cambs. CB7 4AU

Open April - December
Sundays (other times by appointment)

Tours at 2pm and 3pm
Groups welcome     Booking Essential

Tel: 01353 650038        Email: tedconey@btinternet.com
www.tedconeysfamilyportraits.co.uk

‘Elys’ first pop-up gallery’
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OUT AND  
 ABOUT

Ely

Newmarket

Cambridge

Wicken Fen

Anglesey
Abbey

Burwell
Museum

Prickwillow Drainage
Engine Museum 

Many visitors choose to stay in Ely and use it as a base 
to explore the local area. There is much to see within 
a short drive, and there are excellent rail links across 
the region with London just over an hour away.

If life in the Fens captures your imagination then a visit 
to Burwell Museum is a must. Understand how life as 
a farmer, a blacksmith, a soldier or a housewife was in 
days gone by, and see how they struggled or prospered 
in this unique part of the world.

Nearby is Anglesey Abbey, a National Trust property 
which is home to a priceless art collection, including 

a highly acclaimed Canaletto, and to one of the 
Trust’s largest collections of clocks. The property is a 
magnificent example of Jacobean architecture built 
on the site of a 12th Century Augustinian priory and is 
surrounded by 98 acres of stunning landscaped gardens 
and an arboretum with over 100 pieces of sculpture. 
Famous for its wonderful winter garden, snowdrop walks 
in the winter and delightful dahlia collections in the 

Wicken Fen National Nature Reserve
Get close to nature at Wicken Fen. Wildlife 
viewing, nature and geocaching trails, boat 
trips and cycle hire. Nature reserve,  
visitor centre and café open daily 10am - 5pm.

9 miles south of Ely, O� A1123
Tel: 01353 720274

www.nationaltrust.org.uk
© National Trust/ Justin Minns, National Trust Images/John Millar

Anglesey Abbey, Gardens and Lode Mill
Discover the renowned garden, with colour 
and scent in every season. Explore a  
sumptuous home, working watermill and  
enjoy outdoor adventures. Gardens,  
restaurant, shop and plant centre open all 
year, 7 days a week.

6 miles north east of Cambridge, J35 of A14
Tel: 01223 810086

Please contact the Tourist Information Centre for more 
advice on how best to plan your visit. 



2222

summer, Anglesey Abbey and Lode 
Mill are well worth a visit.

Wicken Fen, also owned by the 
National Trust, is the ideal place to 
explore the fenland landscape as it 
once looked. This nature reserve, of 
national importance, is one of the few 
remaining fragments of undrained 
fenland, and home to rare species of 
plants, insects and birds. A patchwork 
of different habitats has encouraged 
a vast range of wildlife making the 
reserve one of the most important 
wetlands in Europe.

If engines appeal to you, then the 
Prickwillow Drainage Engine 
Museum is the place to see. 
Packed with a huge collection of 
historic engines, pumps and related 
memorabilia, the Museum reflects 
the exceptional engineering history 
of the area and tells the story of ‘The 
Drainage of The Fens’. If you can visit 
on a ‘Run Day’ you can really begin 
to appreciate the challenges that 
faced the Fenlanders in their quest to 
develop this fertile corner of England.

FURTHER AFIELD
From your base in Ely you are 
within easy reach of an abundance 
of interesting places to visit, from 
Cambridge or the Norfolk and Suffolk 
coasts. An entire week may not be long 
enough to exhaust the area, leaving 
you an overwhelming desire to return.

The peat-black Fens, reclaimed 
from their natural marsh state, are 
criss-crossed by rivers and drainage 
channels, and the glorious sunsets, 
wide views and open skies make this 
very rural part of Cambridgeshire 
breathtakingly unique. The history 
of the Fens has shaped many of the 
things you can see and do on a trip 
to the area. The drainage schemes 
have created more than 200 miles of 
beautiful waterways, perfect for boat 
trips and high-quality fishing. The 
remaining wetland areas have become 
sites of international importance for 
their wildlife habitats and are ideal for 
a quiet walk or bird watching. 

The bustling Georgian towns of March 
and Wisbech are well worth a visit.

An entire week may not be 
long enough to exhaust the area, 
leaving you an overwhelming 
desire to return.
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The City of Cambridge is world 
renowned, attracting visitors from 
around the globe. With its stunning 
architecture and majestic college 
buildings, the University is a central 
part of Cambridge history. Be 
inspired by the wealth of museums 
and art galleries or explore the 
passageways that today host an 
array of independent shops blended 
with all the high street brands. Enjoy 
some culture by taking in a theatre 
production, some live music or simply 
revel in the atmosphere of one of the 
many restaurants, cafés and bars the 
City has to offer.

Guided Walking Tours can be arranged 
by the Cambridge Tourist Information 
Centre. Taking around two hours 
you will be told of the City’s history, 
explore the sites and enjoy some 
humorous anecdotes along the way. 
Take a punt along the River Cam, 
chauffeured or self-steered, and see 
the famous ‘Backs’ and appreciate 
the serenity of this historic academic 
centre. Medieval meets modern in the 

mix of architecture and an array of 
individual shops, matched by all the 
high street names.

Stay on into the evening and see the 
City take on another view, when its 
theatres, bars, restaurants and night 
clubs come to life. Whatever time 
of year, and whatever time of day, 
Cambridge never fails to delight.

Around twelve miles from Ely is 
Newmarket, the capital of the 
country’s Horse Racing Industry 
and home to the July Racecourse, 
the Rowley Mile and a number of 
interesting equine centres. In addition 
to a full programme of racing at 
the two courses, this year will see 
a further series of concerts called 
Newmarket Nights, see full details of 
all the events at http://newmarket.
thejockeyclub.co.uk.

2323

Many of the attractions around Ely run a variety of special 
events, tours and activities aimed at all ages and interests.

Take a look at the website www.visitely.org.uk or contact 
Ely’s Tourist Information Centre to find out more.
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WHAT’S 
ON 2016
JANUARY
Anglesey Abbey Snowdrop Festival
01223 810080
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

29TH TO 30TH JANUARY
Ely Beer Festival (CAMRA) at 
The Maltings
Chance to sample a variety of local 
beers and ciders . 
contact@camra.org.uk
www.ely-camra.org.uk

FEBRUARY
Lettering Exhibition HM The Queen 
An exhibition celebrating 
contemporary calligraphy, letter 
carving and fine printing. 
01353 667735
www.elycathderal.org

MAY THROUGH TO AUGUST
Riverside Concerts in 
Jubilee Gardens
Listen to some traditional band 
music in a beautiful riverside setting 
on Sundays.
01353 661016
www.cityofelycouncil.org.uk

MAY
Littleport commemorates Bread 
Riot Bi-Centenary
Mark Robinson
fishburger@btinternet.com

2ND MAY
Reach Fair
Traditional Country Fair.
01638 744081
www.reach-village.co.uk

29TH MAY
Living History Day at  
Oliver Cromwell House
Step back in time to the 
17th Century and see historical 
Re-enactors both in the House 
and on St Mary’s Green. 
01353 662062
www.visitely.org.uk

25TH JUNE
Etheldreda Fair
Stalls, teas and entertainment. 
01353 660359
www.elycathedral.org

WHAT’S
ON 2016

17th Century and see historical
Re-enactors both in the House

www.reach-village.co.uk 25TH JUNE
Etheldreda Fair
Stalls, teas and entertainment.
01353 660359
www.elycathedral.org

Stalls, teas and entertainment.
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Celebration of Ely’s eel traditions including the World Eel Throwing 
Competition on Eel Day and at the Food & Drink Festival. Discover the 
best of local produce with celebrity chef demonstrations and lots of 
tasters. 01353 662062  www.visitely.org.uk

Incorporating Eel Day 
and Food & Drink Festival
29TH APRIL TO 2ND MAY 
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3RD JULY
Ely Aquafest
Lots of river fun and entertainment 
on and around the water. 
01353 669558
www.aquafest.co.uk

9TH & 10TH JULY
Ely Folk Festival
A bijou weekend of folk and roots 
music festival. 01353 664706
www.elyfolkfestival.co.uk

9TH JULY
World Pea Shooting Championships
Pea shooting competitions for 
all including side stalls and 
entertainment.   
www.witcham.org.uk

18TH TO 31ST JULY
Ouse Fest
The Heart of the Fens – 
for what’s on go to.
www.ousewashes.org.uk/ousefest

AUGUST
Ely Horticultural Society Show
Variety of stalls, side shows and 
entertainment. 
01353 663250

9TH TO 11TH SEPTEMBER 
Ely’s Heritage Weekend
Visit many of the City’s buildings 
for free and visit some venues not 
usually open to the public. 
01353 662062
www.visitely.org.uk

SEPTEMBER
Haddenham Steam Engine Rally
Traditional Steam and Country Fair. 
07741 019848
www.haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk

24TH SEPTEMBER
Soham Pumpkin Fair
Various produce competitions and 
family entertainment.
07836 217386
www.sohampumpkinfair.co.uk

1ST & 2ND OCTOBER 
Prickwillow Ploughing Festival
Display of vintage vehicles plus a 
variety of family entertainment.  
www.prickwillow-engine-museum.co.uk

15TH OCTOBER
Ely’s Apple Festival
Celebration of the British apple with 
lots of apple fun and entertainment.
01353 662062
www.visitely.org.uk

22ND AND 23RD OCTOBER
Art Unequalled 
Events to showcase superb Art and 
Craft at The Maltings. 
10.30am-5pm
Info@artunequalled.co.uk
07850 286566 
www.artunequalled.co.uk

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER
Halloween Ely Ghost Tours, 
Riverside Ghost Tours
Find out and experience for 
yourself the Ghosts of Ely!
01353 662062
www.visitely.org.uk

12TH NOVEMBER
Ely Firework Display
A spectacular display in Ely Park.

25TH & 26TH NOVEMBER
Ely Cathedral Christmas Fair
Craft stalls and entertainment.  
www.elycathedral.org

25TH NOVEMBER 
Ely Christmas Lights Switch On
Stalls, entertainment and music
07902 015598
www.cityofelycouncil.org.uk

DECEMBER 
Ely Cathedral Carol Concerts 
Celebrate Christmas at the Carol 
Concerts throughout December
www.elycathedral.org

For more 
information 
on any of the 
events listed 
here please 
call Ely Tourist 
Information 
centre on 
01353 662062


